Cheese Country Driving Tour
Here in Southwest Wisconsin we are also
cheese eaters, cheese lovers, and most
importantly - cheesemakers. This tour along
scenic back roads and over rolling hills also
highlights history, outdoor recreation, and
kid-friendly stops along the way. Another
way to enjoy the scenery of Cheese Country
is by taking an off-road trip on the Cheese
Country Trail – a multi-use trail (popular with
ATVs) running through Green, Lafayette,
and Iowa Counties.

Of course the entire state of Wisconsin is
famous for cheese. After football fans started
wearing those yellow wedge-shaped foam
hats in support of our favorite team, we
became officially and affectionately known
as “cheeseheads.” And we consider the
nickname a compliment!
Begin your tour of Cheese Country in
Brodhead. Climb on your bicycle and ride
just north of the city on the Sugar River Trail
to the replica Clarence Covered Bridge. In
addition to an engine and caboose open for
exploration, the Brodhead Depot Museum
offers lots of local history.
Take Hwy. 11/81 west to Juda.

CHEESE STOPS!
n Decatur Dairy,
Inc., W1668 Cty.
Rd. F. Broadhead |
608.897.2777
n Maple Leaf Cheese
Store, W2616 Hwy. 11/81,
Juda | 608.934.1237
Continue west on Hwy. 11/81
to Monroe.
MONROE – Start downtown
on Monroe’s Historic Courthouse
Square, an eclectic shopping
district surrounding the majestic
1891 Green County Courthouse.
Stop in for a Limburger-withonion-on-rye

sandwich at Baumgartner’s Cheese Store
and Tavern. Just west of the square is the
Monroe Arts Center, featuring performing
arts and an exhibition gallery. Get a taste of
Monroe’s Swiss history at Turner Hall, just
two blocks south of the square.

CHEESE STOPS!
n Alp and Dell Cheese, 657 – 2nd St.,
Monroe (intersection of Hwy. 69 south and
Hwy. 11/81) 608.328.3355 FREE TOURS!
Visit weekday mornings to see cheese
making in action.
n National Historic Cheesemaking Center,
2018 - 6th Ave. Monroe (Hwy. 69 south) tracing the path to fame as the epicenter of
Wisconsin cheesemaking.
MONTICELLO – Stop along Hwy. 69
and enjoy the view of Lake Montesian, or
stroll through the Montesian Gardens, a
community garden with blooms from spring
til frost. Downtown Monticello offers several
unique restaurants.

CHEESE STOP!
n Silver-Lewis Cheese, W3075 Cty. EE,
Monticello | 608.938.4813
NEW GLARUS - “America’s Little
Switzerland”. Swiss immigrants admired the
hilly region and decided to call it home in
the 1840’s. Take a glimpse into the lives of
those early settlers at the Swiss Historical
Village Museum. The entire village of New
Glarus is a showcase of Swiss architecture
and heritage. You’ll find several restaurants
with ethnic specialties. Try fondue at the
Glarner Stube, the New Glarus Hotel, or the
Chalet Landhaus Restaurant. Taste many
varieties of locally made cheese, including
Braun Suisse Kase (made exclusively from
the milk of Brown Swiss cows).
FUN FOR KIDS! Check out Swiss Historical
Village Museum, 612 7th Ave. | 608.527.2317
Continue your travels on Hwy. 39 west out
of New Glarus.
HOLLANDALE – FREE TOUR!
Nick Engelbert’s Grandview, located ½
mile west of Hollandale on Hwy. 39,
more than 40 concrete folk art
sculptures. Travel on Cty. K north
from Hollandale, turn left on
Langberry Rd.
BARNEVELD – In addition to
wine tasting and tours, Botham
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CHEESE STOPS!
n Carr Valley Cheese,
S3797 County G, LaValle | 608.986.2781
n Carr Valley Cheese Factory & Store,
1042 E. State Street, Mauston | 608.847.6632
n Carr Valley Cheese Store,
1002 State Hwy 82, Mauston | 608.847.4891
Next head west to New Lisbon on Hwy
12. If you happen to be in New Lisbon the
weekend after the 4th of July, be sure and
check out all the events happening at Wa da
Shu da including a car show, bands, vendors
and activities for the kids.

Shullsburg Creamery

Vineyards has an expansive terrace perfect
for picnic. They’ll help you pair a bottle of
wine with some award winning locally made
cheese. Continue north on Cty. K, turn right
on Mounds Park Rd.
SCENIC VIEW! Climb the observation towers
at Blue Mound State Park for fantastic
panoramic views of the area. Continue north
on Cty. K, turn left on Hwy. 14 west.
ARENA – A giant mouse on the front lawn
marks the home of Arena Cheese. Step
inside to view the cheese making process
and munch some squeaky fresh cheese
curds.
SPRING GREEN – is an artisan’s haven,
with numerous shops and studios. Check
out the Wisconsin Artists Showcase on S.
Washington Street, located in a restored
1900s Wisconsin cheese warehouse. If you’re
hungry, locals heartily recommend the “Ms.
Ruthie” sandwich at The Shed. Work off
those calories on the long, steep climb up to
the smelter house at nearby Tower Hill State
Park. There you will discover how lead was
melted, poured down the 180-foot tower to
the cool water below, and formed into lead
shot in the mid-1800s.
Cruise Hwy 14 west to Hwy 58 North to one
of the Carr Valley Cheese locations on Hwy
G in LaValle. Continuing on Hwy 58 North
you’ll find two more Carr Valley Cheese
locations in Mauston.

Go west on Hwy A out of New Lisbon into
Hustler to visit the Hustler Museum which
used to be a cheese factor in 1903. The
Omaha Bike Trail goes through Hustler to
Camp Douglas to the north and Elroy to
the south. If staying overnight, the Fountain
Chateau B&B “decorated to reflect the mood
of travel, art, music and literature” is a nicely
renovated 1920’s hotel that is a must to stay
or get a bite to eat.
When you leave Hustler, head north on
Hwy H into Camp Douglas to continue your
journey on Hwy 12 into Tomah. You’ll find
Humbird Cheese at the north end of Tomah
off Hwy 21 east and I-94. Humbird Cheese
has been around since the 1930’s when the
factory was in Humbird, WI. Now they are in
the business of selling over 100 tons of select
Wisconsin Cheese each year.

CHEESE STOP!
n Humbird Cheese, 2010 Eaton Ave, Tomah
| 888.684.5353.
Go back to Hwy 12 (Superior Ave) to go back
thru Tomah to Hwy 131 South. Stay on Hwy
131 until you arrive in Ontario. There you wil
take Hwy 33 west into Cashton to check out
Pasture Pride where they craft their cheese
with milk from local Amish dairies. Pasture
Pride Cheese is home of “Juusto” Cheese.
This is a Finnish baked cheese with a savory
buttery flavor. Juusto has been judged “Best
of Show” in numerous cheese competitions.

CHEESE STOP!
n Pasture Pride, 110 Eagle Drive, Cashton |
608.654.7444
Leave Cashton on Hwy 33 west to Hwy
27 south to get to Westby. There you will
find Westby Co-op Creamery and Nordic
Creamery.
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Westby Cooperative Creamery, located
in the “Heart of Dairy Country” has been
producing high-quality cultured and hard
cheese dairy goods since 1903. The Westby
Co-op Creamery is farmer-owned, meaning
the more than 100 farmers and their families
who supply milk daily to the creamery, own
the business. The farmer-owners share a
philosophy in ensuring the best welfare
to their animals with rBST-Free milk*. No
hormones are injected into the cows to
make them produce more milk.
Nordic Creamery is a small, family run
creamery and farm in the driftless area.
Nestled off the beaten path, the view is sure
to impress. Stop and visit the farm store and
enjoy dairy products, homemade ice cream,
and fresh meat products.

CHEESE STOPS!
n Nordic Creamery, S2246 Langaard,
Westby | 608.634.3199
n Westby Co-op Creamery, 401 South Main
Street, Westby | 608.634.3181
The next leg of your journeys takes you on
Hwy 14 east thru Viroqua where a group
of local artists known as VIVA: Viroqua
Independent Visual Artists showcase their
work at 217 Main Street.
Continue on Hwy 14 east to Hwy 61 south.
Just before Boscobel, take Hwy 60 east
which will bring you into Muscoda to find
Meister Cheese. In 1916, Joseph Meister
began making cheese and in 1966 Meister
Cheese moved to Muscoda. They have
produced superior cheeses for over 100
years in Southwestern Wisconsin.

CHEESE STOP!
n Meister Cheese, 1050 E. Industrial Drive,
Muscoda | 608.739.31354.
For a return trip on the other side of the
Wisconsin River, take Hwy 133 west back into
Boscobel. For a unique dining experience,
stop by Unique Café in Boscobel at 1100
Wisconsin Avenue.
Continue on Hwy 61 south to Hwy 18 east to
arrive in Dodgeville.
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Point Opera House, Orchard Lawn/Gundry
House Museum, and Mineral Point Railroad
Museum which is the oldest depot in
Wisconsin, featuring many railroad artifacts.

Justice, Judgement, Mercy and Hope. The
Water Street Business District is home
to a diverse and eclectic group of shops,
restaurants, and lodging establishments.

Take Highway 151 south from Mineral Point
to Belmont.

FUN FOR KIDS! Gravity Hill. Drive south
from Shullsburg past the water tower and
check out this eyebrow-raising phenomena
about one mile south on Cty. Hwy. U.
Stop your southbound vehicle next to
the curve/25 mph sign. Put the vehicle
in neutral, and roll backward UP the hill.
Honest! (This is a public highway so watch
for other vehicles)

BELMONT - first capitol for the Wisconsin
Territory in 1836. Take a drive through this tiny
hamlet “First Capitol” for a firsthand look at
where a hardy group of fledgling legislators
founded territorial Wisconsin’s government.
Lawmakers huddled in the cold in the fall
and winter of 1836 to build the framework
of law and order that would evolve into the
state of Wisconsin 12 years later.
Take Hwy. 126 to Hwy. 81. Go east to Hwy. 80.
Travel south on Hwy. 80 to Cuba City.
n Schuman’s Wisconsin Cheese, 233 N Iowa
St., Dodgeville | 608.935.5741, Schurman’s
Wisconsin Cheese takes great pride in their
excellent Cheddar Cheeses, especially their
Aged Xtra Sharp Cheddars. They also carry
many additional award-winning cheeses.
Try any of their 40 varieties of cheese for
great flavor and a real taste of Wisconsin.
Schurman’s Wisconsin Cheese outlet store
offers Chocolate Shoppe ice cream.
DODGEVILLE – namesake is Henry Dodge,
the first Governor of the Wisconsin Territory.
Built in 1859, the Iowa County Courthouse is
on the National Register of Historic Places.
FUN FOR KIDS! Climb aboard the 1952
Boeing C-97 on Hwy. 23. The plane was used
to transport troops and cargo during the
Korean War. Farah Fawcett, autographed
the plane when it was used for a car
commercial.
MINERAL POINT – “The place where
Wisconsin began” – is home to numerous
artisan studios and galleries, plus an
assortment of shops featuring coffees, gifts,
books, toys, traditional homemade Cornish
fare at Pointer Cafe.
Hooks Cheese was formed in 1976 and their
Colby cheese has since won best in class in
the World Cheese Championship. They also
produce an award winning ten year sharp
cheddar cheese. They make blue-veined
cheeses of sheep, cow and goat milk.

CHEESE STOP!
n Hook’s Cheese, 320 Commerce St.,
Minew Point | 608.987.3259
Other points of interest include Mineral

CHEESE STOP!
n Gile Cheese, 116 N. Main Street, Cuba City
608.744.3456, named Tri-State’s #1 Cheese
Store, making 31 varieties of specialty
cheeses.
From Cuba City take Cty. H east to Cty. J.
Travel on Cty. J south through Benton to Cty.
W and east to New Diggings.
NEW DIGGINGS – In 1824, the lead rush was
on, and prospectors traveled up the Fever
River from Galena, Illinois - the “old” diggings
to seek riches at the “new” diggings. Hard to
believe, but in its heyday, New Diggings had
more people than Chicago! Relax outside on
the porch at Anton’s Bar, and discover what
“supersize” really means as they grill up a
Macho Burger.
St. Augustine’s Church stands just as it
did when Father Mazzuchelli gave mass,
from the imported Italian sculptures, to
the stained glass windows. Look closely
at the right side of the altar for the secret
passageway built into it for quick escapes in
case of Indian attacks.
Take Cty. W east to Cty. O. Take Cty. O north
to Shullsburg.

CHEESE STOP!
n Shullsburg Cheese & Giftshop, 210 Water
Street, Shullsburg | 888.331.1193

Take Hwy. 11 east to Roelli Cheese, 15982
Road 11.

CHEESE STOP!
n Roalli Cheese Haus, 15982 Road 11,
Shullsburg | 800.575.4372, an artisan
cheese factory and retail store that has been
in business for over 100 years. Turn left on
Hwy. 23 north to Darlington.
DARLINGTON – Lafayette
County
Courthouse, built in 1905, holds the record
as Wisconsin’s oldest active courthouse and
features a rotunda made of Tiffany glass.
If you are interested in touring a cheese
factory, local cheese producer Brunkow
Cheese will show you how cheese has been
made since 1899 by hand in small batches.
They have over 50 varieties of artisanal and
specialty cheeses.

CHEESE STOP!
n Brunkow Cheese, 17975 Hwy. F., Darlington
| 608.776.3716
Take Highway 81 east toward Argyle. Turn
left on County N and follow to Lake Road.
Turn left on Lake Road to Yellowstone Lake.
ARGYLE - Visit Yellowstone Lake State Park,
with fishing, swimming, and boating on the
lake. Stop in for an ice cream cone at the
Yellowstone Lake Dairy Restaurant.
Dairy Bar – a seasonal restaurant owned by
Lafayette County Dairy Promotion.
Return to Monroe on Hwy. 81.

SHULLSBURG – Home to Shullsburg
Cheese since 1938. The Irish town namesake
comes from Jessie Shull, a fur trader and
lead miner. Founded in 1827, Father Samuel
Mazzuchelli platted the community and
named the streets Friendship, Charity,
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